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BARNETT GOVERNMENT — ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — 
MANAGEMENT — INTERJECTION 

Statement 
HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.31 pm]: Very briefly, I would just like 
to clarify for members of the house some comments that were made today during the debate on royalties for 
regions, and an interjection I made across the chamber to Hon Tjorn Sibma. There seemed to be a lot of excitement 
on the opposition benches about my interjection, and a couple of tweets came out subsequently, so I thought I had 
better just double-check that it is what was said. I went back to the uncorrected Hansard and re-read what was 
happening and, as it turns out, I just missed a little piece of what the honourable member said, and it completely 
changed the context of my interjection. 

I want to put on the record fairly, squarely and very clearly, especially for those opposition members who have 
taken to Twitter in their excitement, that there is absolutely no linkage between the changes made to education by 
this government and the Local Projects, Local Jobs election commitments that were made before the election. 
I think most people would be able to work that out. The Local Projects, Local Jobs commitments were made before 
the election, last March—over a year ago—and we, as the Labor Party, stand by those very worthwhile 
commitments, such as saving the only mammogram machine between Perth and Darwin, in Geraldton; putting 
food on the shelves at Foodbank; and fixing the track at the Woorree Park BMX Club so that their best rider could 
go on to the world championships and become number 6 in the world. We did a lot of good things, and we stand by 
those announcements. They were commitments that we took to the election; we won the election, and we honoured 
the commitments. The opposition seems to be implying that somehow there is something wrong with that. 

I did interject and say “correct” when the member mentioned the education cuts, but in the noise in the house at 
the time I missed his reference to education cuts. There is no link between Local Projects, Local Jobs and cuts to 
education. There is a link between pre-election commitments that we made and Local Projects, Local Jobs, and 
they are very important. I thought it was important to get that on the record, just to quell the excitement, and the fact 
that I did just miss a couple of words that the member said. I do not think it will shock anyone that we get a bit excited 
from time to time but, just to clarify the record and put on the record, we stand by all the things we have done in the 
name of budget repair, but we also stand by our election commitments, and those two matters are not linked. 
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